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ABOUT THESE IMAGES & MY NEW iPHONE APP

                None of these images have been retouched or altered in Photoshop—or
                any other piece of software outside of the iPhone. They’ve all been edited
                exclusively with native iPhone applications.

While there are a number of good iPhone applications that perform certain tasks quite 
well, in my experience none of them—individually or together—have met my need to 
create these images and share them easily.

Until now. 

Introducing my own iPhone application called—appropriately enough—Best Camera. 
It has been in development throughout the course of creating this book. 

With this single application, you can creatively edit and share your iPhone images 
more simply than ever before. There’s a unique set of filters and effects that can be 
applied at the touch of a button. Stack them. Mix them. Remix them. Virtually infinite 
creative possibility with your photos.

And what good is taking a picture if it’s not easily shared? Best Camera allows you to 
share directly via Twitter, Facebook, a host of other sites, and www.thebestcamera.
com, a new online community that allows you to contribute to a living, breathing 
gallery of the best iPhone photography from around the globe. 

I am proud of the ecosystem we’ve created: this book, this app, and this community. 
Join us. I look forward to seeing your pictures. 

You can buy Best Camera ($2.99) in the iTunes App Store or by visiting 
www.chasejarvis.com/bestcamera.
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INTRODUCTION

What you’re holding in your hands is a chunk of me. My guts. My process. My study. It’s 
a look into the production of my ideas. These pictures, all taken with my iPhone, make 
up my visual notebook—a photographic journal—from the past year of my life. Though 
The Best Camera closes the door on this period, this ongoing study continues to fuel 
my curiosity and provide boundless inspiration. It is an invaluable reference and will 
continue to inform my future bodies of work.

It is said that Rodin molded hundreds of hands in preparation for creating the hand  
of The Thinker, as he explored musculature, the folding of fingers, and on and on. 
Undoubtedly, each of those hands merits the label “art” in its own right. It’s in this  
same vein that I consider the images in this book. While each iPhone picture certainly 
contributes a thread to the overall fabric of my creativity, it’s of a deeper—or, perhaps 
paradoxically, simpler—interest to me that each iPhone image ultimately stands on  
its own. Two megapixels at a time, each photograph reveals how I process the visual 
information around me, how I see the world. 

These images remain a visual journal, but gathered and bound together this book 
becomes a stake in the ground. With it, I hope to underscore—perhaps help legitimize—
the idea that an image can come from any camera, even a mobile phone. Inherently,  
we all know that an image isn’t measured by its resolution, dynamic range, or anything 
technical. It’s measured by the simple—sometimes profound, other times absurd or 
humorous or whimsical—effect that it can have upon us. If you can see it, it can
move you. 

For me, the iPhone has been a dream come true. One button. Always with me. Incredibly 
accessible. There’s no losing sight of the work at hand by way of more complicated gear. 
Writers have notepads, painters have sketchbooks, and I have a camera that’s always 
with me. Chances are, you do, too. 

TheBestCamera_CDS.indd   10 8/19/09   1:31 PM



If we allow it, photography can escape the technical trappings of so many other artistic 
endeavors. It’s accessible, nearly ubiquitous today. And it’s given us an opportunity—
more than ever before in history—to capture moments and share them with our friends, 
families, loved ones, or the world at the press of a button. It’s the moment. The little 
snippet of life unfolding in front of your lens—whether that be glass, plastic, or a pinhole 
in a cardboard box. 

As an artist, I feel more free with the little camera built into my iPhone than I ever have 
with any other camera. I somehow recovered an innocence I’d lost, and I was able to 
see the world again for what it is: a beautiful, funny, sad, honest, simple, bizarre, and 
wonderful place. If taking pictures helps you see this, then keep shooting. The best 
camera is the one that’s with you.

Chase Jarvis
July 2009
37,000 feet, somewhere over Colorado
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2     under the freeway, seattle
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birds that ate my breakfast, kona     3
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4     this is called a delineator post  
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a different kind of smokestack, nyc     5
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6     boca juniors, buenos aires
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post match exodus     7
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8     bacon tastes good
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swine, kurtwood farms     9
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I began shooting iPhone photos as a means to both escape 
and yet stay connected to my craft. It was an exercise to hone 
my ability to better see

my world.
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view from my hammock, seattle     11
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12     dunton hot springs, telluride
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noisy silence, chile     13
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14     skylight reflecting on an amber pool
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flooded dinghy     15
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16     snowy roads, minneapolis
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neon lights, o’hare     17
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18     after the rainstorm, dubai
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bent metal and a lamppost     19
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20     garage door shadows
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Shoot.
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thank you     241
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